August 2004 New Car Registrations - Analysis
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Year-to-date volumes up 15,610 units 
· New car registrations over the January to August period rose by one per cent or 15,610 units to 1,649,195 units. 
· The market in August dipped 4.9 per cent to 84,996 units. The month typically accounts for just 3.3 per cent of the annual total and between 1999 and 2003 averaged 80,221 units. 
Fleet volumes show further improvement
· During August the large fleet sector reported its fourth successive monthly increase. The 4.3 per cent rise marked the seventh increase in the first eight months of this year.

· Over the year-to-date business volumes have shown the strongest growth, up 11.7 per cent, despite a modest dip during August.

· Private registrations were down in August following three consecutive years of growth. Year-to-date volumes remain strong, marginally down on 2003 figures.
September holds key to full year market
· Since the start of the twice yearly plate change in 1999 the September market has on average accounted for 17.1 per cent of the annual market, at 411,157 units. 

· Current expectations are for a market on par with last year's 439,365 units, in the 430,000 to 440,000 unit range. As in the housing market, the new car market has started to cool and the effect on consumer confidence of interest rate rises may be filtering through to sales, particularly within the private sector.

· UK-built cars took a 16.6 per cent market share in August and an 18.6 per cent share over the year-to-date, compared to 17.1 and 20.2 per cent for the same periods last year.
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	Focus
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	Fiesta
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	2,734
	206
	[image: image11.wmf]
	5
	[image: image12.wmf]
	Mégane
	54,526
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	Astra
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	Clio
	48,894

	2,268
	Zafira
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	Golf
	44,170

	2,031
	Xsara
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	Mondeo
	39,186

	2,028
	Clio
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	307
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Segment growth, January – August 2004 
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Focus maintains top slot in August 
· The Ford Focus headed both the overall and diesel best sellers' lists in August and over the year-to-date. 
· Making their first appearance in the best seller's list this August were the Vauxhall Zafira and Citroën Xsara. 
· The MPV sector report volume growth of 13.6 per cent in August and 21.4 per cent over the year-to-date. In August the luxury saloon sector reported the strongest growth, up 21.8 per cent mainly due to the success of the Bentley Continental GT.
Demand for diesels continues drive forward
· Diesel car registrations rose for the 47th successive month in August. Their 12.6 per cent rise to 27,234 units in August maintains the double-digit growth run recorded in every month of 2004.

· Diesel penetration climbed by approximately five percentage points in both the month and year-to-date to 32.0 and 31.3 per cent respectively. Diesel volumes have increased by 86,600 units during 2004. 
MPVs, sports cars and 4x4s lead market growth
· Over the first eight months of 2004 the MPV market has shown the largest percentage rise, up 21.4 per cent, and also the largest volume rise, up 14,730 units, of all the segments. 
· New models, like the BMW 3 Series and Mazda RX8, have also helped the dual purpose 4x4 and specialist sports car segments grow, with segment volumes up 13.4 and 16.7 per cent respectively over the year-to-date. 

· Collectively the MPV, sports car and 4x4 segments now account for 14.8 per cent of the market, up from 12.8 per cent last year and just 7.9 per cent compared to 10 years ago.

� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���





� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���





INDICATOR OF THE MONTH











[image: image26.wmf]UK new cars registrations ('000s) -

monthly totals 2004 vs 2003

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

500

J

F

M

A

M

J

J

A

S

O

N

D

2003

2004

_1155967277.xls
Sheet1

		Registrations by customer type

		August 2004				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		36,980		42,905		5,111

				% change		-13.7%		4.3%		-4.3%

				Market share		43.5%		50.5%		6.0%

		YTD 2004				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		779,967		695,985		173,243

				% change		-2.9%		3.1%		11.7%

				Market share		47.3%		42.2%		10.5%
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		New Diesel Car Registrations

						all cars		% chge		Mkt sh

		August		2003		24,187		17.8%		27.1%

		August		2004		27,234		12.6%		32.0%

		YTD		2004		516,506		20.1%		31.3%

		12 MMAT		2004		791,237		19.7%		30.5%

		Full year		2002		602,623		38.0%		23.5%

				2003		704,637		16.9%		27.3%

		forecast		2004		850,000		20.6%		33.0%

				2005		890,000		4.7%		36.0%
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		New Registrations						August 2004

								all cars		% chge

		Month						84,996		-4.9%				89338

		YTD						1,649,195		1.0%				1633585

		Last three months						511,705		-2.8%				526274

		12 MMAT						2,594,660		1.1%				2566641

		Year		2002				2,563,631		4.3%

				2003				2,579,050		0.6%

		Forecast		2004				2,580,000		0.0%

				2005				2,480,000		-3.9%

		MMAT - monthly moving annual totals
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